PRESS RELEASE

****** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ****** 

JULY 19, 2006
FORMER GAMECOCK FILES SUIT IN US DISTRICT COURT
COLUMBIA, SC --MOE THOMPSON, FORMER “MR. FOOTBALL”, FRESHMAN ALL-AMERICAN, AND STARTER DURING HIS THREE YEARS AS A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA “GAMECOCKS”, HAS FILED AN ACTION IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA AGAINST THE UNIVERSITY AND ITS GENERAL COUNSEL, WALTER H. “TERRY” PARHAM.  MR. THOMPSON’S CLAIMS ARE BASED UPON THE FAILURE OF THE UNIVERSITY TO FOLLOW ITS OWN PROCEDURES IN CONNECTION WITH HIS INVOLUNTARY WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNIVERSITY AND ITS FOOTBALL PROGRAM FOLLOWING A DORMITORY INCIDENT WHICH LED TO THE FILING OF CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST MR. THOMPSON.  MR. THOMPSON’S WITHDRAWAL WAS MANAGED BY THE UNIVERSITY IN A PUNITIVE MANNER, WHICH RESULTED IN HIM NOT ONLY LOSING HIS PRIVILEGE TO PLAY FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, BUT ALSO FORECLOSED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR HIM TO PLAY ELSEWHERE AT THE COLLEGIATE LEVEL.  ASIDE FROM THE PUNITIVE MEASURES IMPOSED ADMINISTRATIVELY BY THE UNIVERSITY, THE UNIVERSITY FAILED TO ACCORD MR. THOMPSON, AS REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW, THE OPTION TO MATRICULATE AT A REDUCED PACE IN LIGHT OF A CERTIFIED VERBAL AND READING DISABILITY.
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